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АЛИМКУЛОВА Маржан Көмекқызы,
№7 Тұран мектеп-гимназиясының ағылшын тілі пәні мұғалімі.
Түркістан облысы, Жетісай ауданы

“SHADOWING” PRACTICE IN TEACHING ENGLISH AT PRIMARY SCHOOL

Abstract
The shadowing technique has recently gained significant attention in language education for its effectiveness in developing learners’ listening, speaking, and pronunciation skills. This article examines the application of the shadowing technique in primary school English classrooms. Based on practical experience and classroom observations, the paper discusses the rationale behind using shadowing with young learners, outlines methodological stages of implementation, and highlights its pedagogical benefits. The findings suggest that shadowing enhances students’ fluency, confidence, and motivation, making it a valuable tool for early language acquisition.
Introduction
Teaching English at the primary level requires approaches that align with children’s natural learning patterns. Young learners demonstrate strong auditory sensitivity and an ability to imitate sounds, rhythms, and speech patterns. For this reason, techniques that emphasize listening and pronunciation imitation are particularly effective.
One such method is shadowing—a process in which learners listen to a speech model and repeat the message simultaneously or with minimal delay. Originally popularized in interpreter training, shadowing has now been adapted for general language classrooms and has proven to be especially beneficial for young learners acquiring English as a foreign language.
Understanding the Shadowing Technique
Shadowing involves several key features:
- Listening to a model speaker (teacher, audio, or video recording)
- Repeating immediately, in real time or with a short delay
- Mimicking pronunciation, intonation, stress, and rhythm
- Developing atomicity in speech production
Why Shadowing Is Effective for Young Learners
1. Supports Natural Language Acquisition
2. Improves Listening Comprehension
3. Builds Confidence in Speaking
4. Enhances Pronunciation and Fluency
Classroom Implementation Stages
Stage 1: Listening
Stage 2: Echo Repeating
Stage 3: Shadowing in Chorus
Stage 4: Pair Shadowing
Stage 5: Independent Shadowing
Practical Applications
Shadowing works effectively with stories, dialogues, songs, chants, and tongue twisters.
Results and Observations
Learners demonstrated improved participation, faster vocabulary acquisition, more natural pronunciation, better rhythm and intonation, and increased motivation and confidence.
Conclusion
The shadowing technique is a powerful and accessible method for teaching English at the primary level, supporting the development of listening, speaking, and pronunciation skills.
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